
 
 

11 January 2005 
 

To: Interested Parties 
 
Scientific Advisory Committee on Nutrition (SACN) Vitamin A Draft Report
 
On behalf of the SACN, I am writing to invite comments on their draft report on 
vitamin A before it is finalised and published. 
 
The Food Standards Agency (FSA) asked SACN to reassess dietary advice to 
consumers on foods and supplements containing vitamin A following the report of the 
Expert Group on Vitamins and Minerals1.  The specific terms of reference for the 
work were to review the current advice to consumers on vitamin A intakes and 
consumption of liver, and to consider other strategies that might reduce the retinol 
intake of higher consumers. 
 
The draft report explains the background to SACN’s consideration of this issue as 
well as detailing the way consideration of the evidence base was structured, the 
evidence considered and the conclusions reached. The draft report has been prepared 
by SACN but does not necessarily represent the final views of the committee and it 
does not represent the policy of Health Departments and the Food Standards Agency.  
 
Once interested parties comments have been taken into account and the draft report 
has been agreed by the committee it will be published and presented to the Food 
Standards Agency and Health Departments to take forward.  
 
The report can be found at www.sacn.gov.uk along with details on how to respond.  
You can also contact the SACN Secretariat for hard copies at Room 808c Aviation 
House, 125 Kingsway, London, WC2B 6NH. Tel: 0207 276 8902, or email; 
sacn@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk.  Comments are requested not later than 8 April 
2005. 
 
Although this opportunity to comment is not a formal consultation, it is being 
undertaken within the normal framework of openness. Please feel free to bring the 
draft report to the attention of anyone you believe may have an interest in it. 
 
Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
Jeff Allder 
SACN Secretariat 

                                                           
1 http://www.food.gov.uk/science/ouradvisors/vitandmin/ 

 
 

mailto:sacn@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk


 
 

 
The following organisations have also received this correspondence: 

 
ABERDEEN MEDICAL SCHOOL 
ABR FOODS LTD 
ADHA 
AGE CONCERN 
ALL WALES DIETETIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
ALLCHEM INTERNATIONAL 
ALLERGY ALLIANCE 
ALLIED DOMECQ 
ANIMAL MEDICINES INSPECTORATE 
ANZFA 
ARKARIUS LIMITED 
ARKOPHARMA 
ASHWELL ASSOCIATES 
ASSOCIATION FOR WOMEN IN SCIENCE AND 
ENGINEERING 
ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH PAEDIATRIC 
NURSES 
ASSOCIATION OF BRITISH PHARMACEUTICAL 
INDUSTRIES 
ASSOCIATION OF COMMUNITY HEALTH 
COUNCILS FOR ENGLAND AND WALES 
(ACHCEW) 
ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC ANALYSTS 
ASSOCIATION OF PUBLIC HEALTH 
ASSOCIATION OF RADICAL MIDWIVES 
 
BABY MILK ACTION GROUP 
BEATSON INSTITUTE FOR CANCER RESEARCH 
BERNARD MATTHEWS FOODS LTD 
BERRY OTTAWAY AND ASSOCIATES LTD 
BIBRA INTERNATIONAL 
BIO TRADING COMPANY HEALTH LTD 
BIOCARE 
BIOTRACE LIMITED 
BIRMINGHAM CHILDRENS HOSPITAL 
BIRMINGHAM CONSUMERS' GROUP (BCG) 
BISCUIT CAKE CHOCOLATE AND 
CONFECTIONERY ALLIANCE 
BOOTS COMPANY PLC 
BRITANNIA HEALTH PRODUCTS LTD 
BRITISH ALLERGY FOUNDATION (THE) 
BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR ALLERGY, 
ENVIRONMENT AND NUTRITIONAL MEDICINE 
BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR NUTRITIONAL 
THERAPY 
BRITISH ASSOCIATION OF FEED SUPPLEMENT 
AND ADDITIVE MANUFACTURERS LIMITED 
BRITISH COMPLEMENTARY MEDICINE 
ASSOCIATION 
BRITISH DENTAL ASSOCIATION 
BRITISH DIETETIC ASSOCIATION 
BRITISH DIETETIC 
ASSOCIATION:MULTICULTURAL NUTRITION 
GROUP 
BRITISH EGG INDUSTRY COUNCIL 
BRITISH HEART FOUNDATION 
BRITISH INDUSTRIAL BIOLOGICAL RESEARCH 
ASSOCIATION 
BRITISH INSTITUTE FOR ALLERGY AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL THERAPY 
BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION 
BRITISH NUTRITION FOUNDATION 
BRITISH SOCIETY FOR ALLERGIC, 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND NUTRITIONAL MEDICINE 
BRITISH SOCIETY OF NUTRITIONAL MEDICINE 
BRITISH STANDARDS INSTITUTION (BSI) 
CONSUMER POLICY COMMITTEE (CPC) 
 
CAMEDICA 
CARDIFF SCIENTIFIC SERVICES 
CATERING AND HEALTH 
CENTRE FOR PUBLIC HEALTH NUTRITION 
RESEARCH 
COLLEGE OF HEALTH 

COMMUNITY PRACTITIONERS & HEALTH 
VISITORS ASSOCIATION 
CONFOCO UK LTD 
CONSUMER POLICY INSTITUTE 
CONSUMERS FOR HEALTH CHOICE 
COSUCRA 
COUNCIL FOR RESPONSIBLE NUTRITION 
CROOKES HEALTHCARE LIMITED 
CUSTOM PHARMACEUTICALS LTD 
 
DAILYCER LIMITED 
DAIRY CREST FOODS 
DAIRY INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION LTD 
DANISCO 
DARD 
DEFRA 
DEPARTMENT  OF TRADE AND INDUSTRY 
DEPARTMENT FOR 
INTERNATIONALDEVELOPMENT 
DEPARTMENT OF CHILD HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT OF FOOD SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY 
DEPARTMENT OF TRADING STANDARDS 
DEPTARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE & RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT FOR NORTHERN IRELAND 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
DHSS/NI 
DHSSPS 
DIABETES UK 
DORWEST HERBS 
DOVE CLINIC FOR INTEGRATED MEDICINE 
DUCKWORTH GROUP PLC 
 
ENDS 
ENGLISH GRAINS LTD 
ENVIRONMENTAL MEDICINE FOUNDATION 
EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
EUROPEAN FEDERATION OF HEALTH PRODUCT 
MANUFACTURERS ASSOCIATION 
EUROPEAN RESEARCH INTO CONSUMER 
AFFAIRS (ERICA) 
 
FARM AND FOOD SOCIETY 
FOOD ADDITIVES AND INGREDIENTS  
ASSOCIATION 
FOOD AND DRINK FEDERATION 
FOOD AND HEALTH ARCH  RESE
FOOD COMMISSION 
FOOD ETHICS COUNCIL 
FOOD INDUSTRY FORUM 
FOOD SAFETY AUTHORITY OF IRELAND 
FOOD SAFETY PROMOTION BOARD 
FOOD STANDARDS AGENCY 
FOOD STANDARDS AGENCY- NORTHERN 
IRELAND 
FOOD STANDARDS AGENCY – SCOTLAND 
FOOD STANDARDS AGENCY – WALES 
FOODAWARE (CONSUMERS FOOD GROUP) 
FRESENIUS KABI LTD 
 
GENERAL CONSUMER COUNCIL FOR N.I 
GLASGOW CALEDONIAN UNIVERSITY 
GLASGOW SCIENTIFIC SERVICES 
GLAXOSMITHKLINE 
 
HANOVER HEALTHFOODS 
HEALTH AND CONSUMER PROTECTION 
DIRECTORATE- GENERAL 
HEALTH AND DIET COMPANY 
HEALTH DEVELOPMENT AGENCY 
HEALTH FOOD MANUFACTURERS 
ASSOCIATION 
HEALTH LINKS 



 
 

HEALTH PROMOTION AGENCY FOR NORTHERN 
IRELAND 
HEALTH PROMOTION DEPARTMENT 
HELP THE AGED 
HILL AND KNOWLTON 
HOLLAND AND BARRETT 
 
ICELAND FROZEN FOODS 
ILS LTD 
INFANT AND DIETETIC FOOD ASSOCIATION 
INSTITUTE OF ALLERGY THERAPISTS 
INSTITUTE OF BRAIN CHEMISTRY AND HUMAN 
NUTRITION 
INSTITUTE OF CHEMICAL ENGINEERS 
INSTITUTE OF CONSUMER SCIENCES 
INSTITUTE OF ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE 
RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE OF FOOD RESEARCH 
INSTITUTE OF FOOD SCIENCE AND 
TECHNOLOGY 
INSTITUTE OF GROCERY DISTRIBUT ON I
INSTITUT  OF OPTIMUM NUTRITION E
INTEGRA 
ISP ALGINATES 
 
KELLOGG COMPANY OF GREAT BRITAIN (THE) 
KETTLE FOODS LTD 
KRAEBER (UK) LIMITED 
 
LA LECHE LEAGUE (GB) 
LABORATORY OF THE GOVERNMENT CHEMIST 
LACORS (WELSH OFFICE) 
LACOTS 
LAW LABORATORIES LTD 
LEATHERHEAD FOOD RESEARCH 
ASSOCIATION 
LONZA UK LTD 
 
M.C.A 
MACFARLANES 
MARS CONFECTIONERY LTD 
MARTLET HEALTH FOOD 
MEAD JOHNSON NUTRITIONALS 
MEAT AND LIVESTOCK COMMISSION 
MEDICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL 
MEDICINES AND HEALTHCARE PRODUCTS 
REGULATORY AGENCY 
MERIDIAN FOODS 
MJSR ASSOCIATES 
MRC HUMAN NUTRITION RESEARCH 
MUSLIM DOCTORS AND DENTISTS 
ASSOCIATION U.K 
 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF MASTER BAKERS 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF CITIZENS ADVICE 
BUREAUX 
NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF HEALTH STORES 
NATIONAL COLLEGE OF FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
NATIONAL CONSUMER COUNCIL 
NATIONAL CONSUMER FEDERATION 
NATIONAL DAIRY COUNCIL 
NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 
NATIONAL HEART FORUM 
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF MEDICAL 
HERBALISTS 
NATIONAL OSTEOPOROSIS SOCIETY 
NATIONAL PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION 
NESTLE ROWNTREE/NESTLE UK LTD 
NFU SCOTLAND 
NOVARTIS CONSUMER HEALTH 
NUTRABLEND 
NUTRI LTD 
NUTRICIA 
NUTRITECH CONSULTANCY 
NUTRITION ASSOCIATES 
NUTRITION CONSULTANTS ASSOCIATION 
NUTRITION COUNSEL 

NUTRITION SOCIETY 
 
OMYA U  LTD K
ORAFTI 
 
PAGB 
PETERS FOOD SERVICES 
PHARMACEUTICAL SOCIETY OF G.B. 
PHYTOPHARM 
POWER HEALTH PRODUCTS LTD 
PREMIER INTERNATIONAL FOODS 
PRIMARY HEALTHCARE LIMITED 
PROTEIN TECHNOLOGY INTERNATIONAL 
PROVISION TRADE FEDERATION 
 
QUALITY MEAT SCOTLAND 
QUEST INTERNAT ONAL I
QUEST VITAMINS 
 
READING SCIENTIFIC SERVICES LTD 
RED STAR BIO PRODUCTS 
RHM TECHNOLOGY LTD 
RHODIA CONSUMER SPECIALTIES LTD 
ROCHE CONSUMER HEALTH 
ROWARTH NUTRITION COLLEGE 
ROWETT RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
ROYAL COLLEGE OF GENERAL PRACTIONERS 
ROYAL COLLEGE OF MIDWIVES 
ROYAL COLLEGE OF NURSING 
ROYAL COLLEGE OF PAEDIATRICS & CHILD 
HEALTH 
ROYAL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS & SURGEONS 
OF GLASGOW 
ROYAL INSTITUTE OF PUBLIC HEALTH AND 
HYGIENE 
ROYAL LONDON HOSPITAL 
ROYAL SOCIETY FOR THE PROMOTION OF 
HEALTH 
ROYAL SOCIETY OF EDINBURGH 
RP SCHERER LTD 
RUDDOCK & SHERRATT 
 
SIS (SCIENCE IN SPORT) LIMITED 
SMA NUTRITION 
SMITHKLINE BEECHAM CONSUMER CARE 
SOCIETY FOR THE PROMOTION OF 
NUTRITIONAL THERAPY 
SOIL ASSOCIATION 
SOLGAR 
STRUGAR NUTRITION CENTRE 
STUTE FOODS LTD 
SUERC 
SUFFOLK MEAT TRADERS & CONSUMERS 
ASSOCIATION 
SUN NUTRITIONAL INC 
 
TESCO STORES LTD 
THE CENTRE FOR HAEMOSTASIS AND 
THROMBOSIS 
 
UCB PHARMA LIMITED 
UKASTA 
UNIGATE 
UNIGREG LIMITED 
UNILEVER CENTRAL RESOURCES LTD 
UNITED BISCUITS (UK) LIMITED 
UNITED CENTRAL BAKERIES LTD 
UNITED KINGDOM REGISTER OF ORGANIC 
FOOD STANDARDS 
UNIVERSITY OF ABERDEEN 
UNIVERSITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
UNIVERSITY OF CAMBRIDGE 
UNIVERSITY OF CAPETOWN 
UNIVERSITY OF DUNDEE 
UNIVERSITY OF EDINBURGH 
UNIVERSITY OF GLASGOW 



 
 

UNIVERSITY OF LIVERPOOL 
UNIVERSITY OF NEWCASTLE 
UNIVERSITY OF READING 
UNIVERSITY OF SHEFFIELD, CENTRE FOR 
HUMAN NUTRITION 
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHAMPTON 
UNIVERSITY OF SURREY 
UNIVERSITY OF WALES 
 
VEGAN SOCIETY (THE) 
VEGETARIAN SOCIETY 
VERNER WHEELOCK ASSOCIATES 
VIRIDIAN NUTRITION 

VITAMIN B6 SCIENTIFIC TASK GROUP 
 
WAITROSE LTD 
WEETABIX LTD 
WELSH FOOD ALLIANCE 
WHITEHOUSE CONSULTANCY LIMITED 
WHOLISTIC NUTRITIONAL THERAPY 
WOLFSON INSTITUTE OF PREVENTATIVE 
MEDICINE 
WOODS SUPPLEMENTS 
WORCESTER SCIENTIFIC SERVICES
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